Another crack in the mirror: the politics of AIDS prevention in Mexico.
Beginning in the mid-1980s, nongovernmental groups and the government in Mexico launched efforts to combat AIDS by addressing the population openly and directly. The content and tone of AIDS prevention messages in Mexico have been strongly influenced by models developed in the United States, even when the social conditions of Mexico are strikingly different. However, the local organization of AIDS prevention efforts in Mexico has differed sharply from efforts in large U.S. cities in terms of the distribution of funds and the role played by civil society in the creation of programs. Based on the premise that social and political forces may strongly influence the success, or failure, of health education interventions, this article analyzes the emergence of AIDS prevention in the Mexican context. The epidemiological characteristics of AIDS in Mexico, the governmental response to the epidemic, the role of nongovernmental groups, the availability of funds, the opposition of the political right, and the adoption of models imported from the United States are all considered to be important factors that shape current efforts. The article highlights possible directions for future development of AIDS prevention in Mexico.